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i Department of Nawural Hesources
Madison, Wisconsin 53701

LAKES OF THE MENOMINGESS - PROJECT REVIEW

T, BRIEF HISTORY OF PROJECT

Phase I of the project was authorized in docket 3-WR-69 (January 18, 1968) which
issued a permit to construct a dam ab the outlet of Wahtohsah Lake fFig. 1)e The
pormit was granted to Menominee Enterprises, Inc. The dam formed Legend Lake No, 1
by flooding out Wahtohsah and Skice Lakes. These lakes are in the Wolf River
Watersned, There was little opposition to this phase of the projecte -

The U. S. Soil Conservation Service was involved in the early stages of this lake

devalopment project and they provided guidance. The original dam at the outlet of
Wahtohsah Lake was inadequately constructed and it had to be reconstructed.

After the initial construction of Dam No, 1, N, E. Isaacson & Associates became
involved with Menominee Enterprises, Inc. in a joint venture which became known
as "Lakes of the Menominees", In the phases of the project which followed, the
two applicants hired various recognized experts in hydrology, especially in ground
waber liydrology, to assist with the lake development plans. Basically the
testinony of bthose recognized experts was that there would be essentially no
seepage from the new lakes in any directlon ovher than downstream toward
Moshawquit Laka, _ :

Tn docket 3-WR-L18 (February 28, 1969) the Department issued an interlocutory
order aubhorizing the applicants (N. E, Isaacson & Associates and Menominee
Entorprises, Inc.) to divert surplus water from Linzy Creek to legend Lake No. 1.
This order also authorized the construction of a temporary diversion dam on
Linzy Creek to raise the water level of Wantohsah and Little Blacksmith Lakes.

- ne order was issued subject to certain conditions which included having the
applicants install weirs or gaging stations and record flows daily ab seven
locations, install staff gages and record levels of four adjacent lakes, and

report the information weekly to the Department., L et

Blacksmith, Spring and Pesti s,

1969-DNR Memo 1of3



o

Tnvestigations showed that the construction of Legend Lakes 1 and 2 had

¢
a reversal of the groundwater table which then caused the water levels ofauRzuednd
LaMotte and Keshena Iakes to rise by seepage due to the head differential of e
approximately 8 feet. Water was pumped from “aMotte to maintain levels in
Lake Wahtohsah,

Concern was expressed ab the public hearings that construction of Phase IIT would
also cause the levels of adjacent Sand, Little Sand and Pine Lakes to rise due to
the differential head that would be created. A recommendation was made not to
counect or disturb Long Lake located to the north of lake No. 3.

The development plan called for connecting the three phases by the removal of the
dam constructed in Phase II and by removal of a dike barrier between Legend Lakes
¥o. 1 and No. 2. Concern was expressed that the removal of the dike barrier
would connect waters of the Wolf and Oconto River Watersheds. To prevent the
intarchange of water it was suggested that certain structural changes would be
necessary in the dam constructed in Phase I. This latter item was eventually
deleted from the order in docket 3-WR-543 by Circuit Judge Lewis Charles

(mm 12’ 1971)0

Removal of the various barriers would create an irregularily shaped lzke of
approxinately 7 miles long., The total lake would have a surface area of 1340
acres and would have approximately LO miles of shoreline. The total project
area was 5170 acres of which approximately 53 percent would be left undeveloped,
About 35 percent of the shoreline would also be undeveloped, Certain areas of
the lake were ddsignated as conservancy areas for wildlife (fish spawming)e

The da in Phase III was designed to provide a minimun level of the lake at
elevation 845.0 feet and a miximum level of 8L5.7 feev except during flood stage.

The soils in the vicinity of the dams and lakes are generally of the Omega
loamy-sand type which has severe limitations in reservoirs and embanimentis. ‘This
fact was confirmed by the construction of lakes 1 and 2 which mmul-.ered i
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RESOLVED,
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